TEMPLATE TO REQUEST NOTICE OF MOTION

Dear (Councillor/Mayor name),

I am writing to you as a resident of Ward ___ to respectfully request your leadership and support regarding the Alberta Government’s decision to transition from the Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped (AISH) program to the Alberta Disability Assistance Program (ADAP).

As you know, AISH has long provided income security and access to supplementary health and personal benefits for Albertans with permanent disabilities who are unable to earn a living due to the severity of their condition. The transition to ADAP represents a significant restructuring of disability income supports in Alberta. Based on publicly available information, ADAP proposes changes to eligibility criteria, assessment processes, benefit structures, and program administration. Many Albertans with disabilities and the organizations that support them have raised concerns about:

· The lack of transparent, accessible public consultation prior to implementation
· Potential changes to eligibility definitions and reassessment requirements
· The risk of benefit reductions or interruptions during transition
· Increased administrative complexity
· Impacts on supplementary health benefits and disability-related supports
· The absence of a publicly released social and economic impact analysis

Municipal governments are often the first point of contact when residents experience instability or gaps in provincial support. Changes to income assistance programs have direct implications for housing stability, transit access, emergency services, shelters, food security programs, community safety, and overall community well-being here in ______.
When income supports are reduced, delayed, or made more restrictive, municipalities frequently absorb downstream costs through increased pressure on affordable housing systems, emergency response services, bylaw enforcement, community outreach teams, and nonprofit partners.

As you may be aware, City Council in Edmonton recently passed a unanimous (12–0) Notice of Motion calling on the Government of Alberta to immediately pause implementation of these changes and undertake meaningful, accessible consultation with persons with disabilities, advocacy organizations, and community partners. Similar motions have now been advanced in Lethbridge, Claresholm, and Camrose.

The Edmonton motion urges the province to:
· Pause implementation of the changes to AISH and ADAP.
· Engage in meaningful and accessible consultation with impacted communities.
· Publicly report on the social and economic impacts prior to proceeding further.

City Council plays an important role in elevating community voices and ensuring that policy changes affecting vulnerable residents are implemented thoughtfully, transparently, and based on evidence. A formal Notice of Motion in ______, similar to that passed in Edmonton, would signal our city’s commitment to accessibility, inclusion, and responsible governance.

This request is not about partisanship; it is about ensuring that major structural changes to disability income supports are informed by those most affected and that municipalities are not left managing unintended consequences without adequate preparation.

As your constituent, I respectfully ask that you consider bringing forward a formal Notice of Motion to Council calling for:
· An immediate pause to the ADAP transition
· Meaningful and accessible consultation with persons with disabilities and community organizations
· A publicly released social and economic impact assessment
· Clear transition safeguards to prevent benefit interruptions

Thank you for your service to Ward ___ and to ______. I appreciate your consideration and would welcome the opportunity to provide further information.


Sincerely,
[Name]
[Address]

